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(Shemos 3:3) Moshe said: I shall turn aside now and look at
this grear sight; why is the bush not consumed?
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(Rashi) “I shall turn aside”: I shall turn aside from here, to
approach there.
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(Kli Yakar) “I shall turn aside and look™ The purpose of
Moshe turning aside is to distance himself from that place.
For the further away he would be from that place, the more
his eye would be able to focus upon it. One can derive this
lesson from the light of the sun: when one is too close, its
light is blinding. When, however, the sun is further removed

stage and are suitable to
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to the east or west, the vast distance allows all to look at it. So

t0o, the intensity of the bush’s light prevented Moshe from |

looking and reflecting upon its essence.
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The fear of God’s punishment is like seeds
planted in a garden, which are not eaten, but are planted in a
small, narrow row where they will not reach their full frui-
tion, but from where they will be plucked up and replanted in
spacious garden after they have grown to their first
bear fruit. There they will reach their

full fruition and become good food for people to equy.
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7. We shall not uproot the crude basis of the fear of God’s
punishment from our thought, though it is only on the lowest
level of thg spiritual that it is needed and it is only there that it
must be given scope. These sediments preserve the potency of
the good wine, when they remain deposited on its bottom.
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This honored and awesome God 66 — it is our duty to love
and fear Him . . . When a person contemplates His great and
wondrous works and creatures, and thereby glimpses His
inestimable and infinite wisdom — he will immediately love, (
Praise and glorify Him, and intensely desire to know His great Skt Pr9o>3
name; as David said (Tehillim 42:3): “My soul thirsts for God, 0K ¥ TV YK THOK TP K70 HEY) =
for the living Almighty” When he ponders these very same - \‘;:_‘:’ _553 n3;7'211 S, n‘i:;r"m_s‘ m'ﬂ' b
matters, he will recoil and be overcome with fear, and realize 1;;;;‘ .a;.._’!,?’_u,;;' T'rr(”m TR Ay 1K
that he is a small, lowly and unenlightened creature standing WK VHPITNK) MR RYnenK Y qwe) -
with minuscule intelligence before God, Who is perfect in " : o
knowledge . . . **
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It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: A person is
obligated to recite one hundred blessings every day, as it is stated
in the verse: “And now, Israel, what [ma] does the Lord your God
require of you” (Deuteronomy 10:12). Rabbi Meir interprets the verse

as though it said one hundred [me’a), rather than ma.
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The Gemara relates that on Shabbat and Festivals, when the prayers

contain fewer blessings, Rav Hiyya, son of Rav Avya, made an effort
to fill this quota of blessings with blessings on spices [be’isparmakei]

and sweet fruit, of which he would partake in order to recite extra
blessings.
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~ Several times | had the privilege of
being invited to a new community for a gathering, or a celebration. Ideally, | should have
blessed immediately because of ‘hidur mitzvah' (embellishing the mitzvah by
performing it ideally). Nevertheless, | waited a bit because frequently | am asked to
speak, and at that moment, | recited the blessing in a loud voice and openly, with
‘Shem u’Malchut’ (mentioning God’s name and kingdom) to publicize the matter,
and | announced that anyone who wished to fulfill their obligation to bless, could do so
with my bracha” (Sichot of Rabbi Tzvi Yehudah Kook” on Chumash ‘Vayikra’, page

289).
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Q: If one goes on a guided tour in order to study the history of the settlement of the
country, such as in Jaffa and Tel Aviv, or in the museum of the chalutzim in Hadera,
and marvels at the miracle of Israel returning to their land, can a blessing be recited?
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A: It seems that in such a framework one can bless, because the entire reason a
blessing is not recited over populated places is because the settlement within such
areas is not evident, and therefore, there is no excitement in seeing them; but when the
purpose of the tour is the study of this phenomena, it is obvious that the excitement
over the miracle of Israel returning to their country is aroused, and it would be proper to
thank God for this by reciting the blessing “matziv gevul almana.
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